WOMAN OF VISION

Plywood provides canvas
to portray war brides’ travails

e piece of phyaood 1s rough,
leniots daor its surface — a perfect

canvas for Calgary artiat Bev
Toeh Lo tell the story of Canada’s war
brides.

Duering the Second World War,
wanen from allied nations fouml
themselves Rlling in love with foreign
soldiers.

e The wrar ended, many of them
married, leaving their homes and
famnilies to travel to & pesw Jifs,

O of those women was Tosh's
mather. She [l in lova with a Mew
Zealand flyer who was 1o Canada az
parl of the Britizsh Commonwealth Al
Training Flat,

She zailed on ane of the many “bride
ships” te her pew home, Unfortunately,
the marrisggze didn't work and, acthe
age af nine, Tosh found hersall along
with her mother and siscer, heading
back to Cuneda,

“Mw morher didn’t speak about her
sime, B 1ol that she eant wo withhold
it from mo as Lwas older. 103 simphr
that it was a closed chaptec”

‘That chapter remained closed for
mamy years until ber imother's #nth
barthalay,

“About thal lime, T fialt a need
paint her from an old photo.

“I took & regular size canvas and
searted to paint her and thouphe it
doesn'teven begin te Lowch a subject
L your mocher.”

Tosh believed o much larger canvas,
one measuring 24 melees highand i
meties wide, was the vight siee b cop-
pare & wornan who was larper than e,

With che portralt compleds, Tosh
felt a need 1o find out moee abod e
mother's time as a war Tride. While in
Mewr Fealand as a guest actist, Tosh
began pasearching her mother's bride
ahip

“My mnthor didn's remember the
narme oL het ship, So Twent to the
archives in Aucldand and saw har
nace on the ship and my mtecest juss
prevy sl prew from that”

A Wew Zealand newspaper featured
Tosh's portrait of her mother, and
snddenly Tosh was hearing from

Calmary Hrerald Anctive
Bov Tosh poses with an unfinished
portrait of a war bride.

other wear brides.

She lenew the slories had to ke
captured, and the only way she knew
howe to do that was thronsh her art,

Snshe began painring the war brides
from the dozens of wedding pictures
she received, but a repular canvas
wasm't poing o,

She needed a surface thal shared the

pain and soruggles the woman faced
when ey latt their homes,

And she fownd it ina simple plece of
phnarnod.

“T'm ahle to loolk for loots amd
cracks and colouring patterms and
roughnesy and damage, accidental o
otherwise, and utilize dhat o frther
tell the war brides’ (spomics) as Lknuw
them.”

Chyvier e past four vears, 1osh has
painted alipost 75 war brides.

A fewr of them linge her studio,
standing 1.2 metres high, leaniog on
cach sther, symhalic of the supporl
they needed in their new lite, The
rest are part of the impressive "Chie
Way Passape” exhihition that has
reavetled to numerous musenms
thecughont the country, inciuding
Mer o in Halifas, where many of
their storios bogan,

Mg for the painting that spearked
Tosh's juurnes, Lhe poroeait of her
mather hangs proudly in the Canadian
War Musewm in Octawa

“Pye been able Lo share in other war
Lrides’ memories and journes and
Lives, asd had a fascinating inderes
and contimue b do 2o,



