BEVTOSH'S

i hrfehies e
sherwing at the
Kelowmu A Gallery
unil mid-Sepember:

"‘ wery time | talk to o

war hride they ask
e, “Dhéaar, Wiy
you doing this!
I'm st oy,
But I doo't thank wo, 1 thmk they"ne
extrandingry amd [ want to celebrie
them the only wany | knowe how:,”
sars Bew Torch, the mtind bedind the
Kelowna Art Gallery s katest éxhibit,
Ope Wiy Passape.

They st shstbdes 1o shoulder
neewind the gallery-—I8 pamtingsof
war hrides representing the 45,000
wiornen who marmed and beft their
otive countries behind during the
Socond WorddWar They reall
dressed in thewr wedding outfits s
theeir naive soniles chessly state they
really don’t kmow whet they e jost
golien themselves into.

"M:.':ncﬂu'wnnwhih,
it sh wenl the othes winy."says
Hev,-She was froe Saekatoon and
et o pilod froim New Zealancd, Our
sond el wide open skies wene
el for triniog sr crew so thene
were stations theonghout, especially
anthe pmi:n'ni. Hj'll'l.'ﬂ‘lﬂ Witk (DS

Romanced away

Romanced away

of thozmds of Conadinn women
who mnrried these pilots.”

Tinncth ol e i hridiers o pose-
ed oneo a rough plece of boord. The
eratkn of the wood, splits and knots
kel a1 b simelsss ape 1o each
ol the alimdst transhcent ofl
portrais.

“Torigimally started by pasmting
w|'_|-_\-|:|}'lm'gcpniminp,x Thoved
thie hinge scale bust found camvas
st winng for the subject, | had
1 e o rentgh bound in the stodio
intd jusl decided fo expeniment. |
frntansdd, b poiggher the boasd, the
oo {8 secimed 1o play into aspects
of mermory,

= Adso, with sinelched canvas,
they're il the same, bt with the
worodl, every punclis as unsgue as
eyery’ persint, And this crack.” dhe
SIVE, PUNTNE DA Saep SoUSe Hi One
thet muns fromm the bease of the wood
Opinia e postrr, “tis crack isa
mietaphorforihis parsicoler war
bk Life,

Bow fully irnanersed herseliino
thee pircrjesct, ot just requesting pho-
b, bt akings L 10 et 1o Ko
enchwnimanand her siogy, “Every
et Tl 1 spoke b, spokoes of
tenrs—tears of homesickness, lears

of lows, because in the A0y, when
you left, yeu didn’t go hick,

There were no loog distance
phone calls, notmnscontinental
fhighs, an when you wrode i lctice,
it had o travel surlice moil so .t
ol take weedl overmmdmnth i
ETIVE.

There wis culfure shock and
n:'[:m'.omhipﬁ that il work oot
The wonder o it all was, b spale of
thee el mmaainy wene wonderiul,
oving relationships,”

Sumdly, Bevs parents were nol
e ol the happiar unione, She
recalls, L was born in New Zealand
wnd Hved nine years e nnal we
leftand went back io iy mothers'
hoime in Saskaoon, uticwasm' Uy
home.

“Wie went by ship, it1ook 21
days. 5o Lieel for the warbndes
becanse Ive stood on the deck and
watched my own shotes disappesr,
only it wins toargher for them becainse
they e obder il leaving even
e behind wd Bot traveling with
their Linily.

Hew, who bk o hinclselor of s
in pevebiodogy mndd (ne aris o the
Univessity of Soakiiehewan, along
with a moster off line wis in painting

T the Ulniversity of Cailgary, s
Teen working onthis project foe
alimosi five years pow.

A we jowr the paintings, sl
mides, “Foreach one ol theae, there
wins & mecting, i relationship-—a
st thet developed. T poteach
wonan b0 =it down and werile out her
sory Torme: And the siory of meel-
ing them has changed myy life,”

Is hey mather in one of the puint-
ings, Task?

*Yiex. she’s ight here,” she
repiies, keading me groumd (0 Hhie
il et Fces the dliapli window, 1
motice a crack running thiough the
o =1 bowed that the crack ran up:
foright where her hesit 1s," sha anys.

Inaddition to the paintings, Bey
s cxveed ope wall and puts of
wihers with photographs she's
o of war brides from all over
the workd, printing the shots ooy
[esoes of cotion, paperand even stk
froem a WWII paruchuite,

“'ve met almost all tise
women,” she comements, 4 we book

fapp t thee cobletion off more thin S0

Phstogipds.

‘The photogruphs arc oll made
firowm Prodasoicds ancl s hiss stiried
running workshops with wis brides

July 14-20, 2005 showciss

wherever the exdabil ioars, o they
helpher io creme move. “1take
slidhes of thear plaotos, den from the
alides, 1" we made Polasoidsthaz ['ve
split apar whike they ' re still devel-
aping, then prinked.

1 paly did them to help with 2
talk I was dome at the (len Bow
Musseum in Calgary a few years ago
and 1 wanied o progect slides of
{hese rather than the photogmpts
because ol allowed me o sene of
intervention. | pa then on hinge
i sned e Uhern ot trying b
dhocicla whvich to o and 1 just loved
s

Hanging inthe meddle of the
gallery ismn actual silk parschiale
from WWIL “10's a metphar for
displacement” she says, “beconse
(hey miy s well have fist parmchit-
edin forall they konew shout what
they were coming isto. Italso stands

ity for 2 weeddimg poven because o o
of wirmen made iheirwedding

idresses and undargarmends from

(havie provmchues.”

" Oie Way Passage will be on dis-
Py, arati] Sept. 18 in the Beynolds
Cinllery ai the Kelowna An Gallery,
For mome infoemation, call the
pullery a1 762-2204

SHOWLASE



